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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bauer 
et al. (USPN 5604753A). As per claims 1,17, Bauer et al. discloses a multi-stage 
pipeline for fetching or reading information from a memory coupled to the processor, 
see Figure 6, the pipeline including: a read stage to read a unit of information from the 
memory in column 1 1 , lines 21-34; a correction stage to correct a soft error detected in 
a read unit of information in column 6, lines 17-34; a utilization stage to utilized 
information in the corrected information in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16 and 
column 1 1 , line 35 - column 1 2, line 6. 

3. As per claim 2, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the read stage comprises an 
instruction read stage to read a program instruction unit of information from the memory 
in column 1 1 , lines 21-34, wherein the correction stage comprises an instruction 
correction stage to correct a detected soft error in the read instruction in column 6, lines 
17-34; wherein the utilization stage comprises an instruction decode stage to decode 
the corrected instruction unit of information in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16 and 
column 1 1 , line 35 - column 12, line 6. The decoding is inherent. 
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4. As per claim 3, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the read stage comprises an 
instruction read stage to read a program instruction unit of information from the memory 
in column 1 1 , lines 21-34, wherein the correction stage comprises an instruction 
correction stage to correct a detected soft error in the read instruction in column 6, lines 
17-34; wherein the utilization stage comprises an instruction execution stage to execute 
the corrected instruction unit of information in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16 and 
column 1 1 , line 35 - column 1 2, line 6. 

5. As per claim 4, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the read stage comprises a data 
read stage to read a data unit of information from the memory in column 1 1 , lines 21-34, 
wherein the correction stage comprises a data correction stage to correct a detected 
soft error in the read data in column 6, lines 17-34, and wherein the decode stage 
comprises a data decode stage to decode the corrected data unit of information in 
column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16 and column 1 1 , line 35 - column 12, line 6. 

6. As per claim 5, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the read stage is adapted to read a 
previously stored unit of information from the memory and an associated error 
correction code previously stored in the memory in column 1 1 , lines 21-34 and column 
5, lines 43-54. 

7. As per claim 6, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the previously stored unit of 
information is 32 bits and the previously stored error correction is a 6 bit Hamming code 
in column 7, lines 1-15. 
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8. As per claim 7, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the read stage and the correction 
stage are both operable within a single cycle of the attached memory in column 9, lines 
1-10. 

9. As per claim 8, Bauer et al. discloses control logic to enable and disable 
operation of the correction stage in column 5, lines 43-54. 

1 0. As per claim 9, Bauer et al. discloses correction logic to write the corrected data 
back to the memory; and notification logic coupled to the correction logic to signal 
correction the correction logic that corrected data is available in column 5, line 55 - 
column 6, line 16. 

11. As per claim 1 0, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the notification logic includes 
error storage for storing the address of the corrected data in the memory in column 5, 
line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

12. As per claim 11, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the error storage further includes 
error data storage for storing the erroneous value read from the memory in column 5, 
lines 55-67. 

13. As per claim 12, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the multistage pipeline further 
comprises a write correction stage to write corrected data back to the memory in column 
5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

14. As per claim 1 3, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the correction logic is 
implemented as programmed instructions to be executed by the processor in column 7, 
lines 1-15. 
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15. As per claim 14, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the notification logic is adapted to 
generate an interrupt signal in the processor and wherein the correction logic is 
executed in response to detection of the interrupt signal in column 5, line 55 - column 6, 
line 16. 

1 6. As per claim 1 5, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the correction stage is operable 
within a single cycle of the attached memory in column 9, lines 1-10. 

17. As per claim 16, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the correction of a soft error 
requires more than a single cycle of the attached memory and wherein the pipeline 
further includes multiple correction stages to correct a soft error detected in a read unit 
of information in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

18. As per claim 18, Bauer et al. discloses correcting the read information in multiple 
correction stages of the processor pipeline in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

19. As per claim 19, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the steps of correcting and 
utilizing are performed within a single memory cycle of an attached memory system in 
column 9, lines 1-10. 

20. As per claim 20, Bauer et al. discloses selectively disabling operation of the 
correction stage in column 5, lines 43-54. 

21 . As per claim 21 , Bauer et al. discloses reading a unit of data; and reading a 
corresponding error correcting code previously stored with the unit of data in column 1 1 , 
lines 21-34 and column 5, lines 43-54. 
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22. As per claim 22, Bauer et al. discloses wherein the step of reading a unit of data 
comprises reading a 32 bit data value and wherein the step of reading a corresponding 
error correcting code comprises reading a 6 bit Hamming code in column 7, lines 1-15. 

23. As per claim 23, Bauer et al. discloses storing information regarding a soft error 
corrected in the step of correcting in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

24. As per claim 24, Bauer et al. discloses saving an address value of the location 
that provided the corrected soft error in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

25. As per claim 25, Bauer et al. discloses saving an erroneous data value that 
provided the corrected soft error in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

26. As per claim 26, Bauer et al. discloses notifying the processor that a soft error 
was corrected in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

27. As per claim 27, Bauer et al. discloses executing instructions in the processor to 
write the corrected information into the memory in column 5, line 55- column 6, line 16. 

28. As per claim 28, Bauer et al. discloses interrupting the processor to signal 
correction of a soft error in column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 16. 

29. As per claim 29, Bauer et al. discloses writing the corrected information to the 
memory in a write corrected information stage of the processor pipeline in column 5, line 
55 -column 6, line 16. 

Response to Arguments 

30. Applicant's arguments filed 04/16/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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31 . Applicant argues on page 2, "Section Two of the Office Action 

asserts... Accordingly, Applicant respectfully believes that the teachings of Bauer are 
precisely the opposite of the pipeline features recited in claims 1 and 17. This is further 
evident when considering the alleged elements of Bauer that are asserted as reading 
upon the elements of independent claims 1 and 17." 

32. Examiner respectfully disagrees. As disclosed in Figure 6, the execution core is 
function as a pipeline. The outputs and inputs are connected to another as in 
accordance of a pipeline. 

33. Applicant argues on page 2, "Section Two of the Office Action asserted that 
Bauer discloses a multi-stage pipeline for fetching or reading information from a 
memory coupled to the processor... However, that disclosure is directly to instruction 
fetch and issue unit... element 501 is not a sub-component of execution core 503 as the 
read stage set forth... is a sub-component of the processor pipeline... However there 
does not appear to be any indication that either data correction blocks 204 or 216 are 
anything that would be equivalent t a correction state of a pipelined processor... there is 
simply no indication that block 204 and/or 216 are subcomponents of execution core 
503..." 

34. Examiner respectfully disagrees. The instruction fetch and issue unit work in 
cooperation with the execution core by way of the instruction type. The ECC logic is an 
extension of the execution core and is still apart of the pipeline. There is no indication in 
the claims that the correction stage has to be in the same unit. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yolanda L. Wilson whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3653. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on (571 ) 272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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